28    Short History of Indian Literature

The whole of Nature, in spite of discordant
notes, vibrates in sweet harmony, and strikes
a sympathetic chord in the human breast.
From time immemorial, the Aryan nations
have cultivated sympathy with all created
life, and that is why the gift of the seer and
poet, has been so abundantly bestowed upon
the race. The forefathers of the Hindus were
aglow with a joyous sense of the boundless
soul in Nature, and their own soul thrilled
in response, and burst out in Vedic song.
They felt the divine (deva) element in the
twinkling star and foaming torrent, in the
moaning winds and whispering leaves. And
the devas became the strength and defence
of their simple fervent hearts. And after
smiting and putting to confusion the loud-
yelling barbarians who knew of no sacrifice
to the bright gods, the victorious warrior-
poets of Ancient India gave praise and thanks
to the Devas, and sang the mighty deeds
which the gods, through them, had wrought.1

1 As veda has sprung from the root wd (= seer, sage),
so deva from div ( = shining, bright). Latin "dies,"
short for dives, is the "bright" side of time, the day-
time, and the luminaries "shining" in the firmament
were named DEVAS in Sanskrit But behind the
brilliant galaxy of the Asiatic skies and the gay
imagery of a profuse nature, the old Aryan thinkers